
























































John R. French 
1948-2013 
 
John was born and raised in Bennington and spent many years giving back to his community. He entered 
the United States Air Force upon graduating high school and served two tours of duty in Vietnam before 
his honorable discharge and return to Bennington in 1970. John served Bennington with pride, serving 
as Fire Chief, Water/Sewer Commissioner, Civil Defense Director (aka Emergency Management 
Director), part-time Police Officer, and member of the Capital Reserve Funding Committee. John was 
instrumental in implementing the 9-1-1 street numbering program in Bennington in the early 1990s. His 
years of service to his community spanned from 1970-2003. He also umpired for the Crotched Mountain 
Little League Program, served on the Board of Directors for the Fire Mutual Aid Dispatch System, and 
was a member of the Brown & Knight VFW Post 8268 and the American Legion. Family, golf, and 
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Eunice W. Blanchard 
1924-2013 
 
Eunice and her husband Robert moved to Bennington in 1952 to start a family and build their farm. 
Eunice served as a Library Trustee from 1964-1979 working tirelessly to bring the Library up to standards 
for the era and to create a friendly, welcoming environment at the GEP Dodge Library. She was 
passionate about literature and an avid reader, instilling her love of books upon her children and 
grandchildren. Eunice was energetic and epitomized her generation, working hard and taking nothing 
for granted.  Eunice also attended the Bennington Congregational Church and enjoyed singing in the 
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for the era and to create a friendly, welcoming environment at the GEP Dodge Library. She was 
passionate about literature and an avid reader, instilling her love of books upon her children and 
grandchildren. Eunice was energetic and epitomized her generation, working hard and taking nothing 
for granted.  Eunice also attended the Bennington Congregational Church and enjoyed singing in the 
choir for much of her life.  In her downtime, Eunice loved gardening, sewing, cooking, crafting, teaching, 
and reading. 
